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Hello to all our Parents & Carers, Families and Pupils, 

 

A very Happy New Year to all for 2021! Although, here we are again…please read 

on to get more information about how we are adapting for the next 3 weeks (at least): 

 

• Covid-19: Home learning until (at least) Friday 29 January 

• S4/5/6 Pupils: BBC to deliver hours of lessons every day 

• Developing Young Workforce North East -E-learning modules for S4/5/6 

• Support from Skills Development Scotland for Careers and Next Steps 

• Information Evenings during the rest of session 2020-21 

• S3 Full Reports 

• SQA certification for those entered at N2/3/4/5, Higher & Advanced Higher 

• Parents in Partnership 

• Bring your own device 

• Reinforcing our TGS Vision 

• Calendar dates 

• Contacting TGS & Accessing Aberdeenshire Council Services 

• Support If English is not your First Language 

• Help with your Wellbeing Concerns 

• School Crossing Patrollers 

• Placing Requests from Out of Zone families for 21-22 

• Help If You Get Stuck in the Snow! 

 

 

 

 



Covid-19: Home learning until (at least) Friday 29 January 

From Monday 11 January, Faculties and subjects will begin to upload learning 

activities into Glow Teams and Google Classroom (your child will/should know where 

to look!). For the first week, there will be learning for all year groups posted. 

 

Following that, below is the schedule that will operate across most of TGS for posting 

learning that will apply from week beginning 18 January until we return to the 

building: 
 

• New Higher and Advanced Higher level learning posted on a Monday 

• New S3 learning posted on a Tuesday 

• New National level learning posted on a Wednesday 

• New S2 learning posted on a Thursday 

• New S1 learning posted on a Friday 

 

Science and P.E./H.E. may be different so please check the Teams in these subjects 

for more information. 

 

Colleagues in our Additional Support for Learning (ASL) Department have been 

extremely busy this week phoning families to check on how you will be coping with 

home learning – many thanks for your feedback, responses and suggestions. IF we 

did not manage to get a hold of you, please feel free to call TGS, asking for a 

colleague in ASL.  

 

We are trying to meet the demand for devices and support as best we can. Sadly, 

there is a global shortage of some IT just now, and I’m aware some of you are 

waiting to receive hardware from us. We’re letting teachers know who may have 

issues with devices and connectivity and will work with you to try and support your 

child(ren) as best we can. 

 

If, during the course of on-line learning, your child has an issue or problem and is 

nervous or unsure how to address it, please see the ‘Confidential Help Form’ below 

that can be submitted: 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oyzTzM4Wj0KVQTctawUZK

Qy78BQAHkBEsQ7X0bh9CfhUOTFLVjNMQ0swS0xQOENPMkpZQldZR1pQMy4u 

 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oyzTzM4Wj0KVQTctawUZKQy78BQAHkBEsQ7X0bh9CfhUOTFLVjNMQ0swS0xQOENPMkpZQldZR1pQMy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oyzTzM4Wj0KVQTctawUZKQy78BQAHkBEsQ7X0bh9CfhUOTFLVjNMQ0swS0xQOENPMkpZQldZR1pQMy4u


 

Developing Young Workforce North East E-learning modules for S4/5/6 pupils 

With the return to online learning, DYW North East would like to offer the following 

additional resources to senior pupils (through schools). 
 

These are 5 e-learning modules which build pupils skills and knowledge and prepare 

them for the world of work by undertaking: 

• Life at Work 

• Basic Health and Safety 

• Customer Service 

• Cyber Security 

• GDPR 

 

Each module takes between 20-45 minutes each to complete. On completion of each 

module, pupils will receive a certificate of completion. This e-learning can be used to 

enhance CVs and referenced in any personal statements, applications or job 

interviews to evidence knowledge and training. 

If you are interested in this then email Mr Dixon: 

alistair.dixon@aberdeenshire.gov.uk by no later than Friday 15th January 

 

mailto:alistair.dixon@aberdeenshire.gov.uk


S4/5/6 Pupils: BBC to deliver hours of lessons every day 

The BBC has said that it will begin delivering the “biggest education offer in its 

history” for pupils whose schools are closed during lockdown. From Monday, CBBC 

will offer three hours of primary school programming from 9am, while BBC Two will 

provide at least two hours of dedicated programming for pupils studying for their 

GCSEs each weekday (this may or may not help those with their National 

Qualifications?!).  

 

 

Support from Skills Development Scotland for Careers and Next Steps 

Lisa OBrien SDS Careers Adviser will be continuing to contact pupils at home. 

Please feel free to contact Lisa via email Lisa.obrien@sds.co.uk 

 

There is a wealth of information available on www.myworldofwork.co.uk. Other 

related websites: www.mykidscareer.com 

www.Skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk www.apprenticeships,scot 

 

 

Information Evenings during the rest of session 2020-21 

We are not able to routinely invite families into TGS under the on-going health advice 

and restrictions. This is impacting on our ability to have the usual Information 

Sessions for families. 

 

This term we will record Information Sessions for families of S2, S3, S4 & S5 pupils 

to assist with transitions into future learning for next session. These will be posted on 

our YouTube channel so you can watch and share them as required. We will 

publicise these to you once they are ready. All information slides will also be hosted 

on our website for reference. We hope that this will support you with transitions, 

personalisation and course choices for next session. 

 

 

S3 Full Reports 

Pupils in S3 will be receiving their full written Report this term, around the beginning 

of February. 

 

 

SQA certification for those entered for N2/3/4/5, Higher and Advanced Higher 

We previously let you know that there will be no SQA (Scottish Qualifications 

Authority) exam diet for any of our pupils during this School session, 2020-21. This 

means that pupils entered for National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher courses, will 

mailto:Lisa.obrien@sds.co.uk
http://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/
http://www.mykidscareer.com/
http://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/
http://www.apprenticeships,scot/


be assessed and certified based on the evidence that they generate in School 

between now and May.  

 

The evidence that gives the best prediction of a pupil’s learning, is assessment that 

replicates most of the course content and contains sufficiently challenging tasks to 

demonstrate A, B, and C standard responses. Throughout the process between now 

and May, teachers at TGS will be checking and cross-checking both the content of 

assessments as well as how marks are awarded. This process is known as 

moderation. We will also be working with teachers from other schools and submitting 

samples of our assessments and marking to the SQA for quality checks. 

 

In light of the most recent restrictions leading to the home learning situation 

just now, we will be monitoring the situation and getting further advice from 

the SQA before letting you know our timetable for evidence gathering. 

 

Ideally, any evidence gathered this term will then be supplemented with a second 

window in April and May during Term 4. Following this, the current plan is that TGS 

will then be submitting provisional grades to the SQA.  

 

Pupils engaging with National 2, 3 and 4 courses, will be completing their 

coursework and assessments on an on-going basis up until the middle of May. 

 

 

Parents in Partnership (PiP) [our TGS Parent Council] 

The Gordon Schools Parent Council is called ‘Parents in Partnership’. Our next PiP 

meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 2 February. This will be held on Microsoft Teams. 

 

Send an email to tgspip@gmail.com if you’d like to find out more or request a link to 

the meeting and look us up on the website: 

https://htgsparentcouncil.wixsite.com/tgsparentcouncil 

 

 

Bring Your Own Device 

A big thank you to all who responded to the TGS survey to enable wi-fi access to be 

granted to pupils on their own devices for educational purposes during the School 

day. Pupils will be using the Aberdeenshire Council network, with all the filters and 

safeguards this brings. This has now been activated and Mr Dixon would like to 

thank everyone for their support with this. 

 

 

 

mailto:tgspip@gmail.com
https://htgsparentcouncil.wixsite.com/tgsparentcouncil


Reinforcing our TGS Vision 

      

 

 

Congratulations to Poppy Fisher S5, who won our 

whole-School competition vote! Her logo will now be 

used to reinforce and promote our TGS Vision across 

the School and in correspondence. 

 

 

 

 

 

Session 2020-21 key calendar dates 

We will add to this during the Term. Currently, the key dates are below. 

Please note that we are now unable to confirm assessment & reporting deadlines 

and Easter Revision until we have received finalised SQA deadlines. 
 

January 11 First day of Home Learning; scheduled until Fri 29 January 

January 18 Scottish Government to review return to School date 

tbc 
Initial SQA Assessment Evidence gathering window for 

S4/5/6 pupils opens 

February 2 Parents in Partnership Meeting (3) on Microsoft Teams 

Wk beg 8 Feb Primary 7 Transition Information on-line for families 

February 15 Mid-term holiday Monday 

tbc Initial SQA Assessment Evidence gathering window for 

S4/5/6 pupils closes 

February 16 & 17 In-Service days (4 & 5): no pupils in TGS 

March 22 tbc Senior Phase Tracking S4/5/6 Tracking updated Report 

April 1 Thursday: Last day of Term 3 

April 2 Good Friday Holiday 

Wk beg 12 April Easter Revision for S4/5/6 pupils (provisionally on-line) tbc 

April 19 First day back for all in Term 4 

tbc 
Final SQA Assessment Evidence gathering window for 

S4/5/6 pupils opens and closes 

April 27 Parents in Partnership Meeting (4) on Microsoft Teams 

May 3 May Day Monday holiday 

June 7 Local Holiday 

June 8 Parents in Partnership A.G.M. (5) on Microsoft Teams 

June 14 Start of 5-day visit for new Primary 7s moving into S1 tbc 

Follow-up Transition information for Families; format tbc 



June 17 Watersports Trip pupils away (leave 16 June 23:59) 

June 22 S1, S2 and S3 Merit Ceremonies tbc 

June 23 Prize Giving Ceremony tbc 

June 25 Last day of Term 4 and session 2020-21 

Watersports Trip pupils return home 

August 10 SQA Results Certificates issued to pupils 

August 16 Staff return to TGS for session 2021-22 

 

 

Contacting TGS & Accessing Aberdeenshire Council Services 

Please either download the‘MyAberdeenshire’ app for your phone / device or register 

on-line at ‘MyAberdeenshire’ to access services provided by Aberdeenshire Council.  

https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/my 

 

Services include iPay payments (‘School payments’ including paying for school 

meals, services and activities); ‘Parents Portal’; School Closures and Term dates,  

for example. 

 

Please use the following to contact The Gordon Schools: 
 

The Gordon Schools 

Huntly 

AB54 4SE 
 

Phone (available 08:00 – 17:00): 01466 405990 (note: new number) 

 

You will be given two options: 

Option 1: To report an absence (only between 08:00 – 17:00) 

Option 2: All other enquiries 

 

From 17:00-08:00 there is a voicemail service for you to leave a message (absence 

or otherwise) and we will respond to this as soon as we can. 

 
 

Web: http://www.gordonschools.aberdeenshire.sch.uk 
 

E-mail: gordonschools.aca@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 

 

 

Support If English is not your First Language 

Aberdeenshire ‘English as an Additional Language’ (EAL) Service produced help 

videos for the first period of lockdown to support families in accessing and using 

Glow, MS Teams and Google Classroom. These resources are available in English, 

https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/my
http://www.gordonschools.aberdeenshire.sch.uk/
mailto:gordonschools.aca@aberdeenshire.gov.uk


as well as Arabic, Latvian, Lithuanian, Polish and Russian. These resources may 

support any families who are still struggling with accessing learning from home 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/as/ealaberdeenshire/learning-at-home/#Videos 

 

Please contact eal.service@aberdeenshire.gov.uk if you need any support’ 

 

 

Help with your Wellbeing Concerns 

The Educational Psychology Service helpline for parents, carers and professionals is 

now operational again. The line will be staffed Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and 

Thursdays from 09:00 – 15:00. 

 

  

 

School Crossing Patrollers 

Please note that given the very limited number of pupils in most schools, 

Aberdeenshire Council has taken the decision that all SCPs will be stood down from 

Monday 11th January until further notice / return to routine schooling. IF your child is 

affected by this, please remind them of the need for good road sense as they 

approach TGS. 

 

 

 

 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/as/ealaberdeenshire/learning-at-home/#Videos
mailto:eal.service@aberdeenshire.gov.uk


Placing Requests from Out of Zone families for 2021-22 

Placing requests for new families who wish their child to begin at TGS starting 

August 2021 are now being received. Any placing requests received by 15th March 

will get a decision by 30th April 2021. 

 

The updated form and policy are hosted on our website. Due to the COVID 

restrictions the team are still working from home so if all completed forms must be 

emailed to placingrequest@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 

 

A new placing request Microsoft form will be available soon on the Aberdeenshire 

Council website which can be completed by parent/carers as well as the PDF version 

already online. 

 

 

Help If You Get Stuck in the Snow! 

If you are having issues getting to school or you get stuck in the snow then contact 

the Cotag 4x4 Response group – you’ll get them on Facebook or via the website 

below. They are a non-profitmaking registered charity. The link is below: 

COTAG 4x4 Response - Supporting the community in times of need 

 

 

Finally… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:placingrequest@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
http://www.cotag.net/


Phil Gaiter 

Rector 

The Gordon Schools 

 

phone: 01466 405 990 

e-mail: gordonschools.aca@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 

mailto:gordonschools.aca@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

