National 4 Graphic Communication
Course Rationale 
The aims of the Course are to enable learners to develop skills in graphic communication techniques, including the use of equipment, materials and software.  To extend and apply knowledge and understanding of graphic communication standards, protocols and conventions, where these apply develop an understanding of the impact of graphic communication technologies on our environment and society.
Course Content
This course is a broad-based qualification, suitable for learners with an interest in both digital and paper-based graphic communication. It is largely learner-centred, includes practical and experiential learning opportunities and is suitable for those wanting to progress onto higher levels of study or a related career.
Skills 
The Course consists of three mandatory Units including the Added Value Unit. Each of the Units of the Course is designed to provide progression to the corresponding Unit at National 5. 
· 2D Graphic Communication (National 4) - This Unit helps learners develop their creativity and skills within a 2D graphic communication context. It will allow learners to initiate, develop and communicate ideas using graphic techniques in straightforward and familiar contexts. Learners develop 2D graphic spatial awareness. 
· 3D and Pictorial Graphic Communication (National 4) - This Unit helps learners develop their creativity and skills within a 3D and pictorial graphic communication context. Again, it will allow learners to initiate, develop and communicate ideas using graphic techniques in straightforward and familiar contexts. They will develop 3D graphic spatial awareness. 
In both of the 9-credit Units, learners will develop an understanding of how graphic communication technologies impact on our environment and society. 
· Added Value Unit: Graphic Communication Assignment (National 4) - This Unit adds value by introducing challenge and application. Learners will be able to extend and apply their knowledge and skills through the assignment They will draw on their range of graphic communication experiences from the Units in order to produce an effective overall response to the assignment. The assignment brief will be sufficiently open and flexible to allow for personalisation and choice. 
Conditions of award 
To achieve the National 4 Graphic Communication Course, learners must pass all of the required Units, including the Added Value Unit.   National 4 Courses are not graded.
Course Assessment
On-going throughout the Course across the different Units.
Progression
This Course or its Units may provide progression to: other qualifications in Graphic Communication (N5) or related areas further study, employment or training
[bookmark: _Hlk94608694]Career Pathways 
Architect; Architecture; Engineering; Energy & Renewables; Surveying; Graphic Design; Magazine & Book writing; Desk top publisher; Web- page design; multi-media and animator; printing & digital imaging.
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